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Warm greetings to our members and friends. I

hope the new year has been as pleasant and calm
for all of you as this winter’s weather. I think we all
can agree that the weather in recent weeks has
been remarkably uneventful.

Fortunately, the local arts scene and WRAC’s
recent and upcoming events are not boring at all!
In this issue of Art Spectrum, you will see photos
and news of the 36th annual Young Artists
Music Competition, held on December 4, 2022 at
the Burton Leavitt Theater. Many thanks to all

the volunteers and the Windham Theater Guild for helping to make
this event a great success. I wish to thank Tom Hurlbut and Joanne
Sibicky, who photographed the event, and Carol Twardowski-Heap,
the competition director. Carol’s ceaseless energy and commitment
makes this a special and memorable day for the young musicians
and their families.
Thanks to the dedication of our board of directors, we have a

slate of programs in the upcoming months that will bring joy and
satisfaction to the eye and ear. Please see information in this issue
about art and photography shows, art demonstrations, and a special
concert by the Willimantic Orchestra, featuring a solo performance
by the grand prize winner of the Young Artists Music Competition.
We hope you can join us for one or more of these events.
I also wish to thank our membership for your loyalty and

dedication to WRAC. As an all-volunteer organization, we depend
on our membership for ideas and input for new projects and our
existing programs. Please share news with us of what artistic
projects you may be working on, or your ideas for new arts
experiences we can provide to our community. We look forward to
hearing from you and I wish all of you a safe and happy spring!

“Someday when the flowers are blooming still,
Someday when the grass is still green
My rolling waters will round me bend
And flow to the open sea….”
From River by Bill Staines

Photo by Peter Polomski
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Windham Hospital Corridor Gallery

Any artist or artists who would like to exhibit their work (solo or shared) please contact
Karen Olson at (860) 423-1287

Upcoming shows at the Windham Hospital Gallery will feature:
February: Lorraine DuBois – Photography
March: Quiet Corner Camera Club
April: W.R.A.C. group show –

“In and Around the Kitchen”

May: Open
June: Open
July: Linda Tracy – Pastels

The December/January W.R.A.C. show at Windham Hospital was very well received. This year’s
“Small and Affordable” theme yielded 51 pieces of art from 15 members resulting in 11 total sales…a very
successful show for local artists as well as for the Hospital Foundation.

Note: A new procedure will be implemented whereby the artist will be notified when a sale of their
art takes place, giving an option to replace that sold item with another piece of art for the duration of
that month.

These individuals have been named an Arts Hero for their extraordinary work in the arts, for the arts, and
through the arts.

Sosse Baker, Chester

Matt Conway, East Granby

Kevin Diaz, New Haven

Please join us in congratulating:

Jim Felice, Ridgefield

Bill Geddes, Woodbury

Maricarmen Godoy, Norwalk

Cristin Rivera, Niantic

Richard White, Coventry

Stewart Wilson, New Hartford

The Connecticut Office of the Arts is very excited to announce the 2022 Connecticut Arts Heroes!

CONGRATULATIONS
2022 CLASS OF CONNECTICUT ARTS HEROES

We offer our sincere congratulations to WRAC Member and Coventry
Arts Guild president, Richard White on his recognition as an Arts Hero for
2022.

The Connecticut Arts Hero Awards honor and celebrate Connecticut
residents who are doing inspiring things through the Arts in Connecticut.
The awards are presented through the Connecticut Department of
Economic & Community Development and the Connecticut Office of the
Arts.

Richard became president of the Coventry Arts Guild four years ago. He
has worked tirelessly with municipal agencies in town and the business
community to elevate CAG’s position as a promoter of Arts & Culture in
Coventry. The Coventry Arts on Main street festival is one example of the
great work that CAG is doing under Richard’s leadership.

On a regional level, the Coventry Arts Guild has WRAC membership as an organization, thereby
allowing all CAG members a membership with WRAC. With Richard’s help, we have co-hosted
artist demonstrations at Mill Brook Place in Coventry and we will continue this fruitful
partnership in the future.

Richard received his formal recognition as an Arts Hero in a celebration at Infinity Hall in
Hartford on January 18. Congratulations to Richard on this well-deserved achievement!

Richard White - 2022 Connecticut Arts Hero



Admission is free to these events, but we request attendees to
preregister by callingMicky at (860) 456-1972 or email

contactus@windhamrac.org
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Interested in showing your paintings, prints, or
photographs? Fletcher Memorial Library’s Top
Shelf Gallery is looking for artists willing to
display their work for a month or two. This safe,
well lighted venue is available during library hours.
Contact John at jobrienart@yahoo.com
or call the library at 860-455-1086. More
information is also available on the library website,
www.fletchermemoriallibrary.org.

Attention Fellow Artists!
W.R.A.C. has learned that the walls in the

new Windham Senior Center can provide a
wonderful opportunity to showcase your art
for display and/or sale.

If you are interested in exhibiting your
work for any upcoming month(s), please
contact:

Kate McCarthy Cox at (860) 450-2100
ext 3312 or kcox@windhamct.com for
further details.

not demo piece

Please join us: Saturday, April 22, 2023 at 1:00 PM
Buchanan Center, Mansfield Library - Rte 89, Mansfield, CT

The paintings Robin creates have a photo-realistic quality,
but they are hardly images captured in a flash. She
painstakingly arranges the objects she has chosen to paint –
often pieces of nostalgia that are striking in their antiquity
and grace. She blends pure pigment on sanded paper to
artfully achieve the tones, lights and shadows of these
objects she has so deliberately assembled. The results are
still lifes in sheer splendor, memories and moods come to life
through layer upon layer of pastel patiently stroked in
natural light.

not demo piece

WRAC is hosting a demonstration in
watercolor by award-winning Connecticut
ArtistMo Myra

“Painting plein-air is my joy, and watercolor is my
favorite medium. When I’m not painting outdoors,
I’m working as a full-time commissioned painter and
watercolor Instructor for various institutions such as
the Farmington Valley Arts Center and the
Southington Community Cultural Arts Center.

My work has been included in both local, and national juried completions; and
can be found in numerous collections throughout the US and worldwide.”

Join me on Instagram @mo.myra.art to stay up to date and see what's currently
in progress

Please join us: Saturday, March 11, 2023 at 11:00 AM
Buchanan Center, Mansfield Library - Rte 89, Mansfield, CT

Artists Demonstration Series

WRAC will be hosting a demonstration in pastels by award-winning
New Hampshire Artist Robin Frisella
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Special Prizes:
Bellingham Piano prize: Jayda McKerley
McDevitt Voice prize: Savannah Bryer
Edward Gerry/Catherine Wade String Prize: Dustin Rood
Edward Gerry/Catherine Wade Wind Prize: Elzbieta Popovic
Grand Prize: Cormac Nielson

Grades 10-12:

Wind: 1st
Cormac Nielson

1st:
Jayda McKerley

Strings:
1st: Dustin Rood

Piano:

2nd:
Dustin Rood

Grades 7-9:

Strings: 1st
Remy Chaurette

Piano: 1st
Chloe Song

1st:
Savannah Bryer

2nd:
Andrew Gryzwaczx

Vocal:

Photos by Joanne Sibicky and Tom Hurlbut

Elzbieta Popovic

2023 Young Artists Music Competition



Cormac Nielsen
2022 Grand Prize Winner

Young Artist’s Music Competition
Competition Date: Sunday, December 4, 2022

Cormac began lessons on the Alto Saxophone just
prior to entering the 6th grade. He began his lessons at
Rectory Middle School with Patrick Slattery, who taught
him a very strong foundation. In the 8th grade, he began
to take private lessons with Ian Jackson. He has
continued studying with Ian throughout his time at
Woodstock Academy. Cormac will be graduating from
Woodstock Academy in June 2023.

Musical Accomplishments:
� Cormac has auditioned for festivals since his
sophomore year in high school through the
New England Music Festival Association.

� As a sophomore, he auditioned in the Eastern Regional
and All State festivals and was selected as an alternate
for nationals.

� As a junior, he was first chair for both Eastern Regionals
and All State, and he was selected for first alternate for
nationals.

.
He continues to be a part of the Woodstock Academy band. At the upcoming 2023 spring

concert, Cormac will be a featured soloist performing a piece entitled Carnival of Venice
composed by Fred Hempke.

On Sunday, April 30, 2023, as grand prize winner of the WRAC Young Artists Competition,
Cormac will be the guest soloist with the Willlimantic Orchestra. He will be performing
Pequena Czarda, composed by Pedro Iturralde. (This is the piece he performed at the
Young Artists Competition.)

Future Endeavors and Other Interests:
� Cormac will be entering college in the Fall of 2023 to pursue an engineering degree. All
of the colleges he has applied to have music programs where he would like to be a part
of the orchestra.

� He would like to continue studying music privately.
� Cormac also enjoys tennis and rock climbing. And, he is a skating instructor for ages 3-9
on the weekend.

Personally, Music…
brings great excitement and joy to Cormac. He especially enjoys starting and working
through the challenges of a new piece. Cormac has played many pieces composed by Bach
for cello and violin that have been transposed to the alto sax.

Photo by Joanne Sibicky
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Here is important information for participating artists:
•This show is informal, not juried. Pieces may be framed or matted. Attach a card with your name, the name of the piece, and
price; or include your business card with price.
•You may submit up to 3 pieces.
•Your piece should reflect the Garden on the Bridge and surroundings - the plantings, river, dams, wildlife, etc.
• Submission is limited to photographs, paintings, or sketches no larger than 3’x4’.
•Bring your piece to the Senior Center (860-450-1200) Wednesday April 12 or Thursday, April 13, 10 am - 3:30 pm. You can
email phiona8@sbcglobal.net for other arrangements.
•You set the price and keep the proceeds.
•The sale is brief, 2 hours, 6-8 p.m., on April 13. You can pick up unsold work on Friday, April 14, 10 am - 3:30 pm, at the
Senior Center, or make other arrangements.
•If your piece sells, a check will be mailed to you within a week.
•We will provide floor stands/screens, tabletops, and a limited number of easels. If possible, you should provide your own
display. There is no hanging space.

Friends of GOB, Box 773 Willimantic, Ct 06226 Facebook page phiona8@sbcglobal.net
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The Friends of the Garden on the Bridge want to showcase this art inspiring landmark and
support the artists who have captured it with

their paints and cameras.

Reception and Art Sale
Windham Senior Center

1 Jillson Square, Willimantic, Ct 06226
Thursday April 13, 2023, 6-8 p.m.

Enjoy a glass of wine and light refreshments as you meet the Friends, chat with local
dignitaries, and hear about exciting plans for the future of the Garden on the Bridge.

Calling all artists!!
Be part of this Reception / Fundraiser

Honoring the Garden on the Bridge and the Artists Who Love It.



Everyone is encouraged to visit the student art
exhibit at the Buckland Mall in Manchester,
showing now through the month of March.

The exhibit came to fruition thanks to the
efforts of WRAC member Brian Cohen of Chaplin.
The exhibit features art work by students from
Coventry High School (Art teacher Alison Blair) as
well as Weaver High School, CREC Computer
Science & Engineering School and Manchester
High School. The student artists represent a
diverse array of
urban, suburban and
rural schools.
The works at

Buckland are
positioned on a large
wall of otherwise
unused retail space,
making this a
cheerful place to
take a break and
admire the many
creative and
thoughtful
works
produced by
students who have had a high school experience
that was affected by a pandemic. The body of the
work reflects spirit, positivity and determination.
Congratulations to Brian for making this exhibit
happen and making a difference for these young
people!

Brian has also organized a similar student
exhibit running concurrently at the Brass Mill
Center in Waterbury.

Happy, Mad, Sad or Glad,
We can always express ourselves through ART…

Name

Address

Town Zip Code

Phone (H/C) Email:

Membership Categories (circle one): New / Renewal

(check one) $15 (individual) ___ $20 (Family) ___ $100 (Group) ___ Date

Your area of artistic skill (circle one): Visual Art / Music / Writing /Drama / Dance

Your Donation helps WRAC continue to promote the ARTS in the Windham and surrounding regions. If you wish
to help promote the ARTS further, please consider enhancing your membership to one of the following levels:

(check one) Benefactor $100 ___ Patron $50 ___ Donor $30 ___
Please make checks payable to the Windham Regional Arts Council (WRAC) and mail to

P.O.Box 847, Willimantic, CT 06226

WRAC invites you to join or renew your membership and receive the ArtSpectrum
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We are pleased to share the news that WRAC
has been selected to received funding from
two sources of grants for non-profits.
The Connecticut Humanities Fund for Arts &

Culture selected the Windham Regional Arts
Council as a worthy recipient of an operating
grant of $5,200.00 for 2023.
The purpose of the Cultural Fund Operating

Support Grant is for cultural-, humanities-, and
arts-based projects and activities for the public.

Per CT Humanities press release, there were
724 organizations who were awarded the grant
for 2023.
WRAC was also recognized by the

administrators of the Leo & Rose Pageau
Memorial Trust with a grant of $2,000.00. This
trust, in memory of Windham residents Leo
and Rose Pageau is awarded to non-profit
organizations for literary, scientific, religious or
educational programs.
WRAC showed its commitment to providing

arts educational experiences for area school
students by its funding of bus transportation
for arts-related field trips to various locations
such as the state capitol building, the David
Hayes Sculpture Garden, children’s concerts
and operas.
We are very grateful for the support and

recognition of these grant funders.

WRAC Receives Grant Funding Student Exhibit at the Buckland Mall



P.O. Box 847
Willimantic, CT 06226

The Windham Regional Arts Council (WRAC) was founded in 1983 to help organize community arts activities for the 50th birthday
of the city of Willimantic. The Council is a non-profit volunteer organization with over 250 members. The ArtSpectrum is published three
times a year and highlights events and people actively involved in the arts community.

The organization that financially supports the Willimantic Orchestra and the Burton Levitt Theater. It sponsors an annual art show
for member artists. April, August and December feature a group show at the Windham Hospital Corridor Gallery. Members have the
opportunity to exhibit their work at the Windham Hospital Corridor Gallery. Each year the WRAC holds a juried music competition for
students aged twelve to eighteen and the overall winner performs a solo at the Willimantic Orchestra’s spring concert.

We welcome new member and creative ideas to promote the arts in Windham and surrounding regions.

Find us on

�

Any member who would like to receive the ArtSpectrum (in color) via email please
send your request to Contactus@windhamrac.org
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Has your membership expired?

WILLIMANTIC ORCHESTRA

Save the dates to enjoy an afternoon of music!!

Sunday, March 5, 2023 at 3:00 PM
at ESCU Fine Arts Instructional Center

Camille Saint-Saens - Cello Concerto
in A Minor

Florence Price - Symphony #1

Sunday, April 30, 2023 at 3:00 PM (tentative)
at ESCU Fine Arts Instructional Center

Schubert - Symphony #3
Cormac Nielsen - Pequena Czarda
WRAC YAC Winner
Bryant - Dusk
Williams - Star Wars Suite

Scott Chaurette, Music Director and Conductor
presents

This show is not for the faint at heart nor the easily offended as
it is intended forMATURE AUDIENCES ONLY!

Local actors debasing themselves for your enjoyment!

This year featuring: the obligatory man in his
underwear!

�

�

5-10 one-act comedy plays! (depending how you
count them) and plenty of other stuff!

Marching Into Oblivion IV is the newest installment
of the annual comedy showcase which has been
infecting southeastern Connecticut stages since 2018.

March 3 & 4, 2023 at 8 PM - Admission $15
A Matter of Life and Death

MARCHING INTO OBLIVION IV

Windham Theatre Guild &
Aether Egg Productions

Present

�

March 24 - April 2
Murder on the
Orient Express Broadway

Chorus Concert

April 28-29

Please contact the WTG (860) 423-2245 for more information.


